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GREY MATTER

It is said the third world war will be fought over water. All the more
reason for companies like Jaldhara to come to the fore
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ConceptualisedbyHarshad Bastikar
(53), Director and CEO of Jaldhara,
these products have an edge over con-
ntional counterparts as they use
clean technology. This means that no
hazardous chemicals are used or emit-
ted in the entire process of treatment.

The sludge content, which is
hio degradable, can be discharged
without any fear of toxic con-
tents. “We are here to change the
way the world treats its waste water,”
says Bastikar.

The conventional way of treating
waste water sees the government han-
dling it in a centralised manner.

This essentially means that all
le water from every part of a
collected in the sewage system
then treated. The treated water
is then recycled or discharged into
the oceans.

Jaldhara takes a detour from these
normsandaimsatireatingwaste water
at the point of its discharge—at its
very source. Decentralisation of waste
water treatment not only reduces the
load on the ever overflowing drains
but alse makes the consumer of water
self-sustaining to a large extent
"By using our products, 70 percent of
the treated water can be recycled,”
claims Bastikar.

Or is it?

One of the major challenges faced by
Team Jaldhara is the way clients per-
ceive waste water treatment.

The fact that it uses a technology
which is guite different from conven-
tional ones gives way to a lot of ques-
tions about its credibility. “We have

never lost a client because of cost
differences but only because of our
inability to convince our products can
do the same job in a much better way,”
adds Bastikar.

The only way forward is to cre-
ate awareness amongst the masses
regarding Cleantech. Hence, from
time to time, Jaldhara holds technical
serninars in various parts of the coun-
try, Bastikar informs.

The startup hasn't involved or col-
laborated with the government in any
of its projects as yet.

This doesn't seem to worry Bastikar
as he feels that at some point the gov-
ernment will have to take cognizance
of their innovative technology. Right
now, he is happy to provide support
from outside. “The need of the hour is
to have a proper regulatory framework
for water consumption and discharge
in place,” stresses Bastikar.

The water policy of India is in
the making for a while now. Unlike
every other source of energy, no incen-
tives are applicable when it comes to
water consumption,

Flowing and fast

Things are cruising along forJaldhara,
and there is little doubt that it is
helmed by the right person.

With a work experience of over 29
years, including a senior management
stint at Thermax's water and waste
solutions business, Bastikar quit his
job to set off on this course.

Till date he has managed to recruit
40 like-minded people in his team
and has three regicnal offices in
Mumbai, New Delhi and Pune. The
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Bastikar, the investment
in two parts— primarily
huild infrastructure, to launch
Jaldhara in the market and also to
ramp up the technology.

With a turnover of ¥/5 crore in
year, Jaldhara aims to touch

its firs

"PECPLE SHOULD BE
CHARGED FOR EVERY
DROP OF WATER THEY
USE, JUST LIKE COOK-
ING GAS, AS IT WILL
REDUCE THE WASTAGE
OF FRESH WATER'

- HARSHAD BASTIKAR,

revenues of T30 crore by the end of this
financial year

Qther than aiming for huge mone-
tany gains in the next five years, Team
Jaldhara is also looking at oppertuni-
ties for acquisitions.

Bastikar says he is on the lookout
for an Indian company with a wide
market reach so that it can expand its
distributor base across the country.

Because every drop matters

Bastikar is of the opinon that people
should be charged for every drop
of water they use, just like cocking
gas—an opinion that is sure to ruffle
feathers in a society and economy like
ours. He says this is necessary as it will
reduce the wastage of fresh water,

Studies conducted by the European
Business and Technolegy Centre show
that the agricultural sector
around 79 percent of the availal
freshwater supply and wastes half
it. Likewise fths of irrl
water meets with the same fate.

The domestic sector consumes
around six percent while the indus-
trial sector consumes around five per-
cent of fresh water,

Recycled wa
potable purpase
a huge solution

Bastikar points out that
water management cannot be seen
within the prism of deoing social
good—it is a matter that calls for
urgent attention as India's population

continues to explode in unmanageable
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resources face further degradation. @
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